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Your  Worship  the  Mayor,  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  and  Housing  Committee, 

Aldermen  and  Members  of  the  Aberystwyth  Borough  Council. 

PREFACE 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Health 
Department  for  the  year  ended  December  31st  1954. 

An  examination  of  the  ensuing  pages  will  show  that  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Borough  continues  to  give  cause  for  satisfaction.  Although 
afflicted  with  minor  ailments,  in  common  with  other  parts  of  the  country,  the 
Borough  has  not  been  subjected  to  any  outbreak  of  serious  infectious  disease. 

The  number  of  registered  deaths  has  increased  slightly  each  year 
during  the  last  three  years.  In  1952  there  were  134  deaths,  in  1953  the  number 
had  risen  to  148  and  in  1954  it  reached  1 51 • The  principal  causes  of  death 
remain  the  same  as  for  the  United  Kingdom  generally.  Heart  disease,  in  its 
various  forms,  claimed  48  victims,  whilst  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system  (strokes)  caused  the  death  of  30  persons.  Cancer  accounted  for  23  deaths. 
A child  who  resided  outside  the  Borough  was  admitted  to  the  Aberystwyth  Hospital 
where  it  died  from  an  apparently  unknown  disease.  Pour  similar  cases  had  come 
to  the  notice  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  some  time  previously  and  the  medical 
officer  of  health  was  requested  by  the  Board  to  be  watchful  in  this  matter. 

The  pattern  in  each  of  these  cases  was  apparently  similar  in  that  a healthy 
child  suddenly  became  comatosed  and  died  in  fewer  than  twelve  hours. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  was  119,  three  fewer  than  in 
1953*  Only  two  illegitimate  children  were  born  in  1954  as  compared  with  nine 
in  1953*  Pour  stillbirths  were  registered  during  the  yea r as  compared  with  one 
in  1953.  The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  increased  from  two 
in  1953  to  five  in  1954.  No  mother  died  in  childbirth. 

The  number  of  cases  of  notified  pulmonary  tuberculosis  decreased  from 
fourteen  in  1953  to  nine  in  1954.  Two  non-pulmonary  cases  were  also  notified, 
making  eleven  cases  in  all.  The  Welsh  Regional  Board  Mass  Radiography  Service 
examined  2,094  persons  when  it  visited  the  Borough  in  November,  1954.  Of  those 
118  proved  to  be  abnormal,  but  none  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis.  The  abnormalities  detected  included  21  cases  of  bronchitis,  ten 
cases  of  pneunonconiosis  and  five  cases  of  acquired  heart  disease. 

An  outbreak  of  influenza  which  occurred  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
deserves  mention.  Although  influenza  is  an  infectious  disease,  it  is  not  a 
notifiable  one  under  the  Public  Health  enactments.  The  medical  officer  of 
health,  by  agreement  between  government  departments,  receives  information  from 
the  local  office  of  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  and  National  Insurance  whenever 
sickness  benefit  claims  undergo  a sudden  rise.  In  this  way  he  is  able  to  inform 
the  hospitals  in  the  area  and  the  Home  Help  service  of  the  County  Council  that 
increased  demands  are  likely  to  be  made  on  their  services.  At  the  request  of 
Welsh  Board  of  Health,  tests  were  made,  in  collaboration  with  the  Public  Health 
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Laboratory  Service,  to  ascertain  the  type  of  virus  which  was  causing 
influenza  in  the  Aberystwyth  locality.  The  results  showed  this  to  be  Virus  B. 

A large  proportion  of  those  affected  were  children  and  the  illness  lasted,  as 
a rule,  for  a few  days  only.  There  was  no  death  from  the  disease. 

Another  event  which  cannot  pass  without  comment  was  the  unsatisfactory 
quality  of  the  water  supply  in  a part  of  the  Borough  for  a short  period  in  the 
summer.  As  a precautionary  measure  the  inhabitants  of  the  affected  area  were 
advised  to  boil  all  water  for  domestic  purposes.  The  history  of  the  incident 
and  its  background  are  as  follows.  The  Health  Department  in  its  routine 
checks  of  the  bacteriological  quality  of  the  town's  water  supply  discovered 
that,  at  three  separate  points  in  close  proximity  to  the  old  market,  the  water 
contained  Bacillus  coli  of  faecal  type  in  appreciable  numbers.  This  germ  is 
only  to  be  found  in  human  or  animal  excreta,  but  there  is  no  means  of 
differentiating  the  one  type  from  the  other.  When  the  animal  variety  alone  is 
present,  the  water  may  give  rise  to  gastro  enteritis  - a condition  which,  in 
adults,  may  only  lead  to  a minor  gastric  upset,  but  one  which,  in  young  babies, 
may  prove  fatal.  If  the  human  variety  is  present,  on  the  other  hand,  the  event 
is  frequently  the  precursor  of  more  severe  infections  such  as  typhoid  or 
dysentery.  Whilst  the  presence  of  the  human  variety  wras  in  this  instance, 
thought  unlikely,  it  could  not,  on  the  available  evidence,  be  entirely 
excluded.  Further  chemical  tests  and  the  relaying  of  a length  of  main 
remedied  the  defect  which,  it  was  finally  concluded,  arose  originally  from 
animal  contamination  at  the  source  and  was  aggravated  by  the  slow  movement  of 
water  in  this  particular  part  of  the  town.  The  Council  should,  however, 
remember  that  the  enactment  under  which  it  supplies  the  inhabitants  with  water 
requires  that  the  water  shall  be  "wholesome".  A water  contaminated  with 
appreciable  numbers  of  germs  derived  even  from  animal  excreta  can,  hardly  be 
termed  "wholesome".  The  Ministry  of  Health's  memorandum  on  "The  Bacteriological 
Examination  of  Water  Supplies"  clearly  states  that  the  presence  of  Bacterium 
coli  of  faecal  type  "denotes  recent  and  possibly  dangerous  excretal  contamination 
which  must  be  urgently  attended  to". 

Until  such  time  as  the  Borough  installs  proper  treatment  works  for  its 
water  in  conjunction  with  the  Rheidol  Hydroelectric  scheme  or  otherwise,  the 
Health  Department  will  continue  to  exercise  the  utmost  vigilance.  I would  add 
that  if  a repetition  of  last  summer's  incident  should  occur,  I would  have  no 
hesitation  in  recommending  that  the  inhabitants  boil  water  for  domestic 
purposes  until  the  period  of  risk  has  passed. 

One  of  the  salient  features  of  1954  was  the  tremendous  increase  in 
the  number  of  animals  killed  at  the  slaughterhouse.  The  increase  occurred  in 
the  second  half  of  the  year,  following  the  derationing  of  meat.  By  the  end  of 
the  year  26,504  animals  had  passed  through  the  abattoir.  In  1 955 > the  first 
full  year  of  meat  derationing,  this  figure  is  likely  to  be  exceeded  by  a 
substantial  margin.  A part  of  the  trade  at  the  slaughterhouse  arises  from  the 
popularity  of  Welsh  meat  in  London,  and  elsewhere  beyond  the  confines  of  the 
county. 


.. 
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Thc  continual  increase  in  the  number  of  grade  1 samples  of  ice-cream 
and  the  complementary  decrease  of  those  in  lower  grades  demonstrates  what  can 
be  achieved  by  the  scrupulous  cleanliness  of  food  traders  acting  upon  expert 
advice  given  by  the  officers  of  the  Health  Department.  Inspection  of  some 
shops  in  the  Borough  shows  that  the  handling  of  other  foodstuffs  such  as  cooked 
ham,  pressed  beef  etc.,  still  leaves  room  for  Improvement.  Traders  should 
realise  that  by  handling  slices  of  such  products  with  their  bare  hands,  they 
arc  likely  to  contaminate  then.  This  is  especially  the  case  when,  in  between 
serving  customers,  they  handle  money  from  the  till. 

During  the  past  few  summers,  several  beaches  on  the  south  coast  of 
England  have  been  infested  by  plagues  of  flies.  To  take  all  practicable  steps 
towards  preventing  such  an  occurrence  in  Abery stwyth,  the  Borough  Council 
resolved  to  compel  all  owners  or  occupiers  of  premises  in  the  town  to  provide 
proper  dust  bins.  This  resolution  was  approved  by  the  Public  Works  Committee 
in  1952  (Vide  Minutes  p.237,  8(ll)(lIl)(lV)  and  subsequently  ratified  by  the 
Council.  The  Health  Committee  in  November  of  the  sane  year,  resolved  that  the 
Council's  previous  resolution  be  implemented  (Vide  Minutes  p.  187,  5(a)  )• 

I an  not  aware  of  any  further  resolution  of  the  Council  rescinding  its  earlier 
ones,  but  by  the  end  of  1954  there  was  still  no  evidence  that  the  Council  was 
taking  steps  to  enforce  its  decisions  in  this  matter.  It  seems  to  me  that, 
if  the  Borough  Council  does  not  implement  its  resolutions,  it  is  stultifying 
itself. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  during  the 
year,  but  on  December  31st,  Mr.  Aneurin  Jones,  the  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector, 
who  had  been  in  the  Borough's  service  for  over  three  years,  left  to  take  up  an 
appointment  with  the  Aberystwyth  Rural  District  Council. 

A more  detailed  picture  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  may  be 
obtained  from  the  ensuing  pages  which  include  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector. 


. 
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SUMMARY 


OF  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  ..  ».  ..  ..  1,141. 
Population  (Census  1951 ) . . ••  • • 9,315. 
Population  (Registrar  General’s  Mid-Year  1954)  ..  10,490. 
Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1954,  ••  ••  £68,339. 
Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1955,  ••  ••  £69,100. 
Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  at  1st  April,  1954,  *»  £275* 


Estimated  sun  to  be  obtained  by  a penny  rate  at  1st  April  1955, £280. 


Number  of  various  premises 


Houses  and  flats  .. 

Houses  and  shops  .. 

Shop  premises 

Hotels  etc.,  unlicensed  .. 

Resta.urants  and  Cafes,  unlicensed 
Offices  and  Banks  .. 

Warehouses  and  Stores 

workshops,  non-industrial  .. 

Garages,  Petrol  Stations  and  Car  Park 

Lock-up  garages 

Markets 

Coal  Wharves 

Camping  Ground  . . 

Licensed  premises,  Hotels 
Licensed  premises.  Houses 
Licensed  premises,  Clubs  .. 

Licensed  premises,  Restaurants 
Public  Utilities  ..  .. 

Educational  and  Cultural  :- 
Librar  ie  s 

Schools  . . 

Colleges  . . . . 

Research  Buildings 
Hostels  ..  .. 

Various  . . 

Entertainments  and  Recreation  :- 
Cinemas  and  Music  Halls  . . 

Recreation  Grounds  . . . . 

Social  Clubs,  unlicensed  . . 

Pleasure  Piers  . » . . 

Industrial  Properties  . . . . 

Cemetery  . . 

Laundry  . . 

Sewerage  works 

Municipal  Offices  ..  .. 

Hospitals  and  Clinics  ..  .. 

Crown  Properties  . . . . 

Properties  not  classified  . . 


2,495. 

179. 

86. 

13. 

5. 
43. 
83. 
21. 
22. 

132. 

2 

r 

0. 

1. 

15. 

17. 

4. 
1. 

6. 

2. 

5. 
7. 

4. 

5. 

3. 

4. 

11. 

11. 

1. 

22. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

3. 

2. 

15. 

26. 
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SUMMARY  OP  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


V 

Total  Male 

Female 

Number  of  registered  live  "births  .. 

Leg: 

117 

64 

53 

Illeg: 

2 

1 

1 

Number  of  registered  still  births  .. 

Leg: 

4 

1 

3 

Illeg: 

— 

- 

— 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 

Leg: 

5 

4 

1 

Illeg: 

- 

- 

- 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  A weeks 

Leg: 

5 

4 

1 

Illeg: 

- 

- 

- 

Number  of  deaths  of  women  ascribed  to  childbirth  . . 

Nil 

Number  of  registered  deaths  . . 

• • 

151 

75 

76 

Areal  comparability  factor  for  births 

• • 

1.09 

Areal  comparability  factor  for  deaths 

• • 

0.87 

Aberystwyth 

England  & Wales 

The  adjusted  death  rate  per  1 ,000  estimated 

• • 

12.5 

11.3 

raid-year  population 


' 
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CAUSSS  OF  DEATH 


igistrar  General' 

s Cause  of  Death 

Number  of 

deaths 

Code  Number 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  .. 

1 

- 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Syphilitic  disease  . . 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Diphtheria  . . 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Meningococcal  infections  .. 

- 

- 

- 

7 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

8 

Measles  .. 

- 

- 

- 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

- 

- 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  .. 

1 

6 

7 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

3 

1 

4 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . . 

- 

6 

6 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

- 

- 

14 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

9 

4 

13 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  .. 

- 

- 

- 

16 

Diabetes  .. 

- 

- 

- 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

15 

15 

30 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina  .. 

9 

10 

19 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease.. 

1 

1 

2 

20 

Other  heart  disease  .. 

10 

17 

27 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

2 

3 

22 

Influenza  . . 

- 

- 

- 

23 

Pneumonia  . . 

2 

2 

4 

24 

Bronchitis  .. 

6 

2 

8 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

0 

2 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 

1 

- 

1 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

1 

1 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  •« 

1 

2 

3 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  .. 

2 

- 

2 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion.. 

- 

- 

- 

31 

Congenital  malformations  .. 

- 

- 

- 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

6 

6 

12 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . 

1 

- 

1 

34 

All  other  accidents  .. 

3 

1 

4 

35 

Suicide  . . 

- 

- 

- 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . 

Total  . . 

1 

75 

76 

1 

151 

Total 


76  151 
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INFS.CTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  notifications  of  infectious 
disease,  other  than  tuberculosis,  received  during  the  year. 


Cholera 

• • • • 

0 9 

Nil 

Dipt her ia 

• • « « 

9 9 

Nil 

Dysentery  (amoebic  and  bacillary) 

0 9 

Nil 

Encephalitis 

0 9 • • 

9 • 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

O 9 9 • 

* • 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning 

• • • 

• • 

Nil 

Malaria 

o e e • 

• • 

Nil 

Measles 

0 • 9 0 

• • 

3 

Meningococcal  meningitis  .. 

9 0 

Nil 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . . 

n 9 

Nil 

Paratyphoid  fever. . . . 

9 0 

Nil 

Plague 

9 • • • 

9 « 

Nil 

Pneumonia  (acute 

primary  & acute  influensal) 

Nil 

Poliomyelitis 

• • * • 

• • 

Nil 

Relapsing  fever 

• • • • 

• • 

Nil 

Scarlet  fever 

• • • • 

• • 

18 

Typhoid  fever 

• • • • 

9 9 

Nil 

Typhus  fever 

0 0 • e 

9 0 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

• • 9 0 

9 9 

17 

The  Puerperal  lyrexia  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1954,  were  laid 
before  Pe.rliament  in  December.  They  require  that  medical  practioners 
shall,  in  future,  notify  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  cause  of  the 
condition,  if  known.  It  is  not  uncommon  for  post-transfusional  reactions 
following  post-par turn  haemorrhage  to  give  febrile  reaction.  In  future  such 
reactions  can  be  distinguished  from  those  arising  from  sepsis. 

In  conformity  with  the  new  Regulations,  every  medical  practioner 
practising  in  the  Borough  was  informed  of  the  amendments  to  the  law. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  shows  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the 

new  cases. 


AGE  GROUP  RESPIRATORY  I NON-RESPIBAT ORY 


' Male 

r . • - 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0-4 

! 

_ 

....  , - - J • 

— 

5-9 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

10  - 14 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

15  - 19 

— 

M 

— 

— 

-t 

CM 

1 

O 

CM 

2 

1 

— 

_ 

25  - 29 

— 

— 

— 

M 

i 

o 

— 

1 

1 

— 

35  - 39 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

40  - 44 

— 

— 

mmm 

— 

45  - 49 

— 

1 

— 

50  - 54 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55  - 59 

1 

— 

— 

— 

60  and  over 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

4 

5 

2 

0 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

These  have  remained  essentially  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 

They  are  as  follows  :- 

An  ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinic  is  held  fortnightly  at  the  County  Offices, 
Aberystwyth, 

Infant  welfare  clinics  are  held  twice  weekly  at  the  County  Offices  and 
fortnightly  at  the  Neuadd  Goff a,  Penparcau, 

The  domiciliary  midwifery  service  is  carried  out  by  two  district  nurses  who 
are  also  certified  midwives. 

Two  health  visitors  are  resident  in  the  Borough, 

Home  nursing  is  in  the  hands  of  two  district  nurse  midwives  and  a third  State 
Registered  Nurse  who  devotes  her  entire  time  to  general  nursing, 

Vaccina.tion  is  carried  out  by  the  person's  own  medical  attendant  but 
immunisation  against  diptheria  is  performed  partly  by  the  former  and  partly 
by  medical  officers  of  the  local  health  authority. 

The  headquarters  of  the  ambulance  service  are  situated  in  Aberystwyth, 
Arrangements  for  the  prevention  of  illness  consist  of  periodic  talks  and  advice 
given  by  the  staff  of  the  local  health  authority.  Care  and  after-care  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  health  visitor  and  the  district  nurse.  Tuberculosis  ca.ses 
are  also  followed  up  by  the  Chest  Physician's  health  visitor. 

Domestic  help  is  provided  by  suitable  persons  engaged  locally. 

The  principal  general  hospital  in  the  area  of  the  Mid-Wales  Hospital  Management 
Committee  is  at  Aberystwyth,  The  infectious  diseases'  hospital  lies  within 
a short  distance  of  the  town  at  Tanybwlch.  The  mental  hospital  serving  the  area 
is  St.  David's  Hospital,  Carmarthen, 


■ 


. 
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HATERHI'Tf  HOME 

During  the  year  350  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Maternity  Home 
at  Aberystwyth.  There  were  345  live  births  and  9 still  births.  Pour 
sets  of  twins  were  delivered.  The  newly-established  premature  baby  unit 
(one  of  the  most  modern  in  the  U.K.)  treated  twenty-six  babies,  of  whom 
twenty -four  lived. 

This,  it  must  be  admitted,  is  a very  fine  record  of  which  the 
Matron  and  her  staff  should  be  proud.  During  the  year  Dr.  Geoffrey  Williams 
was  appointed  as  consultant  in  obstetrics  and  gynaecology  for  the  area.  The 
appointment  of  a consultant  in  this  branch  of  medicine  was  long  overdue. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY 

The  laboratory  has  continued  to  carry  out  bacteriological 
examinations  of  water,  ice-cream  and  other  articles  of  food.  Consultations 
with  Dr. H.V.M. Sudds,  the  Director  of  the  Laboratory,  on  problems  of  mutual 
interest  have  assisted  in  the  maintenance  of  a high  standard  of  food  hygicn^ 
in  the  town. 


WATER 

The  Health  Department  take  two  samples  of  water  per  week  from 
various  parts  of  the  tovm  and  submit  them  for  bacteriological  analysis  to 
the  Medical  Research  Council's  Area  Laboratory,  and  any  unsatisfactory 
sample  is  immediately  followed  up  by  further  sampling. 


Humber  of  samples  taken  .,  ..  134 

Highly  Satisfactory  ..  ..  124 

Insufficiently  Chlorinated.,  ..  1 

Moderate  surface  contamination  . . 3 

Unsatisfactory  ..  ..  6 

134 


Two  samples  were  also  taken  of  private  supplies  and  both  were 
’Highly  Satisfactory'. 

The  unsatisfactory  water  samples  have  already  been  commented  upon 
in  the  preface. 


- 
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INTERNATIONAL  HEALTH 

In  accordance  with  the  International  Sanitary  Regulations, 
(World  Health  Regulations  No. 2)  to  which  Great  Britain  is  a signatory 
power,  twenty-eight  international  vaccination  certificates  of  persons 
residing  in  Aberystwyth  and  proceeding  to  certain  destinations  overseas 
were  authenticated  in  the  prescribed  manner. 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  COUNCIL  EMPLOYEES 

Sixteen  employees  of  the  Council  v/ere  medically  examined  during 
the  year  to  ascertain  their  fitness  for  acceptance  under  the  Sick  Fay  Scheme. 
All  but  one  were  found  to  be  fit  at  their  first  examination.  Judgment  in 
one  case  was  deferred  for  three  months.  At  his  re-examination  the  nan  was 
found  to  be  fit. 

Two  employees  attached  to  the  Waterworks  section  of  the  Borough 
Surveyor's  Department  underwent  a special  examination  to  ascertain  whether 
they  were  free  from  infections  which  could  be  transmitted  to  the  water 
supply.  Both  were  given  a clear  bill  of  health. 


SECTION  47  OF  THE  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 

This  section  gives  the  local  authority  power,  on  the  certificate 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  to  apply  to  a Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction 
for  the  removal  of  persons  unable  to  devote  to  themselves  and  not  receiving 
from  other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention.  To  be  dealt  with  under  this 
section  the  patient  must  either  (a)  be  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease, 
or  (b)  be  aged,  inf inn  or  physically  handicapped  and  living  in  insanitary 
conditions. 

No  action  was  required  to  be  taken  under  this  section  during  the 
course  of  the  year. 


. 
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PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITIES  AND  RIPARIAN  AUTHORITIES 

The  Borough  of  Aberystwyth  is  a riparian  authority  and  the  following 
information  is  given  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


SECTION  I - Staff 


TABLE  A. 


i 

'Name  of  Officer 

Nature  of 
appointment 

Date  of 
appointment 

Qualifications 

Any  other 
appointments  held. 

I. Morgan  Wat kin, 

Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

1951 

As  on 

frontispiece. 

Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  the 

(a)  Boroughs  of 
Cardigan  & Lampeter. 

(b)  Urban  Districts, 
of  Aberayron  & New  j 
Quay. 

(c)  Rural  Districts 
of  Aberayron, 
Tregaron,  Teifysidej 
& Aberystwyth. 

(d)  Deputy  County  j 
Medical  Officer. 

O.R.N. Hoskins, 

Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

May 

1950 

As  on 

frontispiece. 

Manager  of 
Attested  Mart  and 
Slaughterhouse • 

G-.E.  Roberts, 
0.B .E. , 

Harbour  Master, 

April 

1953 

Master 

Mariner 

Address  and  Telephone  number  - Swyddfa'r  Sir, County  Office,  Aberystwyth  7581-9. 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  - Home  Talybont  (Cards)  24. 

Address  and  Telephone  number  - Town  Hall,  Aberystwyth  479. 
of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

Address  and  Telephone  number  - Borough  Surveyor's  Department,  Aberystwyth  637. 
of  the  Harbour  Master 


SECTION  II  Amount  of  shipping  entering  the  district  during  the  .year 

"table  B." 


Ships  from 

Number 

r 

Tonnage 

Number  inspected 

Number  of  ships  reported 
as  having,  or  having  had 
during  the  voyages, 
infectious  disease  on 
board. 

By  the  Medical 
Officer  of 
Health 

By  the 

Sanitary 

Inspector 

Foreign  Ports 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Coastwise 

1 

Gross 

231.94 

Nett 

106.62 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

■ 


. 
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SECTION  III-  Character  of  shipping  and  trade  during  the  year 

TABLE  C 


( Number  of  passengers  INWARDS  Nil. 
Passenger  Traffic  . . ( 

( Number  of  passengers  OUTY/ARDS  Nil. 


( Principal  IMPORTS  - Granite  287  tons. 
Cargo  Traffic  . . ( 

( Principal  EXPORTS  - Nil. 


Principal  Ports  from  which  ships  arrive  - Trevor,  Caernarvonshire. 


SECTION  IV  - Inland  barge  traffic 
Nil. 

SECTION  V - Water  Supply 

Source  of  supply  for  the  district  - Mains  supply 

A nains  hydrant  is  situated  in  the  harbour.  Routine  bacteriological 
tests  of  the  water  supply  are  taken. 

The  Borough  Council  owns  no  water  boats. 

SECTION  VI  - Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations  1952 

(1 ) List  of  infected  areas.  Regulation  6. 

A list  of  infected  areas  throughout  the  world,  including  yellow 
Fever  delineated  zones,  is  kept  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Amendment s are  made  weekly  on  the  basis  of  confidential  information 
supplied  by  the  Minister  of  Health.  The  list  is  not  normally  issued  to 
anyone,  but  is  available  on  request  to  H.M. Customs  Officers. 

(2)  Radio  Messages. 

The  stations  used  for  radio  contact,  if  required,  are  Milford  Haven, 
St rumble  Head  and  Holyhead. 

(3)  Notification  otherwise  than  by  radio.  Regulation  14(l)(b). 

No  arrangements  for  signalling  to  land  (other  than  by  radio)  normally 

exist. 

(4)  Mooring  Stations. 

Nil. 

(5)  Hospital  accommodation,  etc. 

Tanybwlch  Isolation  Hospital. 

Surveillance,  cleansing  and  disinfection  of  ships,  persons,  clothing 
etc.,  -would  be  carried  out  in  the  usual  manner. 


4 
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SECTION  VII  - Smallpox 

( 1 ) Smallpox  cases  would  be  sent  to  a hospital  designated  by  the  Welsh  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  This  al'iost  certainly  would  be  the  Caerau  Smallpox  Hospital, 
Cardiff. 

(2)  The  Cardiganshire  County  Council  is  the  ambulance  authority  responsible  for 
the  removal  of  cases  to  hospital.  Three  full-time  drivers  and  one  ambulance 
attendant  are  stationed  at  Aberystwyth.  None  has  been  vaccinated  since 
childhood. 

(3)  The  smallpox  consultant  for  the  area  is  Dr.G.Emrys  Harries,  City  Isolation 
Hospital,  Cardiff.  Tel:  Cardiff  21 1+66, 

(4)  Laboratory  diagnosis  of  smallpox  would  be  arranged  by  the  Medical  Research 
Council's  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Aberystwyth. 

SECTION  VIII  - Veneral  Disease. 

A veneral  disease  clinic  is  held  at  the  Health  Department,  Swyddfa'r 
Sir,  (County  Offices)  Aberystwyth,  on  Fridays  from  2-4  p.m.  Cases  may  be 
seen  at  other  times  by  appointment.  These  facilities  are  made  known  by  notices 
in  public  conveniences. 

SECTION  IX  - Cases  of  notifiable  and  other  infectious  diseases  on  ships 

None. 

SECTION  X,  XI,  XII  and  XIII 
No  action  required. 

SECTION  XIV  - Public  Heal  th( Shell-fish)  Regulations,  1934  and  1948 
No  shell-fish  beds  lie  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  authority. 

SECTION  XV  - Aliens 

Inapplicable  to  the  Borough  of  Aberystwyth. 

SECTION  XVI  - Miscellaneous 

The  burial  of  any  person  who  has  died  or  has  been  found  dead  in  their 
area  in  any  case  where  it  appears  to  the  authority  that  no  suitable  arrangements 
for  the  disposal  of  the  body  have  been  made  or  are  being  made  otherwise  than  by 
the  authority,  rests  with  the  Aberystwyth  Borough  Council. (Section  50(l ) 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948). 

The  procedure  with  regard  to  the  burial  of  a carcase  washed  ashore  is 
as  laid  down  in  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1950. 


GENERAL 

The  second  half  of  the  report,  with  which  I concur,  is  prepared 
by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Swyddfa'r  Sir, 

(County  Offices) 
Aberystwyth. 

Tel:  Aberystwyth  7581-9. 


77 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


. ■ •; 
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REPORT  OF  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


To  The  Mayor , Chairman  of  the  Health  and  Housing  Committee, 
Alderman,  and  Members  of  the  Aberystwyth  Borough  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I again  have  the  honour  and  privilege  to  submit  my 
contribution  to  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Public  Health  Department. 

The  work  of  the  Department  has  continued  to  progress 
during  the  year  and  the  Staff  have  carried  out  their  duties  with 
complete  satisfaction. 

The  support  and  confidence  of  the  Council  has  been  of 
great  assistance  in  the  essential,  though  not  always  popular, 
work  of  the  Department. 


STAFF 


The  staff  of  the  Department  consists  of 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 
Clerical  Officer 
Rodent  Operator 


. . O.R.N. Hoskins,  M.R.S.I. 
. . A . Jone  s . 

. . W.D.  James. 

. . C.Y.  Jones. 


. 
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GENERAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Enf  orccnont . 

Complaints  received  . . . . 

Complaints  not  justified  . . 

Matters  referred  to  other  Departments  for  abatement 

Preliminary  Notices  served  ..  .. 

Number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  . . 

Number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  . . 

Number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority 

(a)  Statutory  Notices  applied  for  . . 

(b)  (i)  Closing  Orders  applied  for  .. 

(ii)  Demolition  Orders  applied  for.. 

Number  of  formal  notices  served  requiring  the 
execution  of  works  . . 

Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices  . . 

Number  of  (a)  Demolition  Orders  made  .. 

(b ) Closing  Orders  made  . . 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking 
was  accepted  under  subsection  (2)  of  section  19> 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1930 

Number  of  houses  demolished  ..  .. 

Nuisance  Orders  issued 

Factory  Act  Notices  served 

Factory  Act  Notices  complied..  .. 

Number  of  dwellings  visited  re  overcrowding 

Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded . . . 

Number  of  houses  inspected  (Public  Health  Act  and 
Housing  Act)  ..  .. 

Number  of  houses  re-inspected  (Public  Health  Act 
and  Housing  Act ) . . . . 

Number  of  visits  for  infectious  disease  .. 

Housing  Certificates  (Housing  Repairs  & Rent  Act  195 4) 

Improvement  Grant  visits  . 

Factories. 

Non-power  Bakehouses  . 

Laundries 
Misce llane  ou  s 
Power  :-  Bakehouses  . 

Laundries 
Miscellaneous 

Work  Places,  other  than  offices 
Offices  . . 


193 

22 

53 

75 


70 

22 

1 

1 

22 

21 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

440 

385 

58 

1 

7 

1 

2 

4 

12 

3 

62 

2 

3 


' 

' 

■ 


* 


■ 


. 


■ 

. 


' 

■ 
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Other  classifications 


Common  Lodging  Houses  . . . . 2 
Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  or  similar  structures  ••  7 
Cinemas  and  Amusement  Places  ..  . . 2 
Public  Houses  and  Licensed  Premises  . . 105 
Schools  . . . . . . 4 
Swimming  Baths  . . . . . . 2 
Water  Supply  and  sampling  visits..  ..  194 
Refuse  Tips  ..  ..  ..  15 
Ancunmulations  ..  ..  ..  14 
Sewers,  Street  gullies,  back  roads  etc.,  ..  23 
Drains  ..  ..  ..  140 
V/ater  Course  . . . . . . 6 
Public  Conveniences..  ..  ..  15 
Cesspools  . . . . . . 57 
Flooding  . . . . . . 11 
Back  lanes  . . . , . . 7 
Swine,  Fowl  and  other  animals  or  birds  ..  7 
Visits  not  classified  ..  ..  398 
Inspections  for  vermin  . . . . 9 
Number  of  premises  found  verminous  ..  4 
Number  of  verminous  premises  abated  ..  4 
Slaughterhouse  . . . . . . 579 
Food  inspection. 

Milk  Regulations,  Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Purveyors  26 
Ice  cream  premises  and  vehicles  (inspection  & sampling)  133 
Restaurants  and  Food  Preparing  premises  . . 90 
Food  Shops,  Stores  and  Markets  ..  ..  120 
Food  vehicles  ..  ..  ..  12 
Railway  Station  re  food  . . . . 7 
Food  Bye-laws  visits  ..  ..  26 
Pest  Act,  1949. 

Premises  inspected  ..  ..  ..  19 
Premises  found  infested  ..  ..  2 
Premises  treated  ..  ..  .. 

Written  notices  served  ..  ..  2 
Shops  Act,  1950» 

Shops  inspection  •.  . . ..  51 
Washing  facilities  provided  ..  ..  1 
Sanitary  conveniences  provided  .,  ..  3 
Sanitary  conveniences  repaired  . . . . 1 
Ventilation  provided  or  improved 


1 


.. 


* 
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SUMMAKY  OF  WORK  EXECUTED 
Houses. 


Extensively  repaired 

• • 

• • 

• • 

7 

Minor  repairs  completed  . . 

• • 

• • 

• • 

41 

Dirty  conditions  remedied  .. 

• O 

• • 

• • 

2 

'/Tails  repaired  . . 

0 • 

• • 

• • 

3 

Outside  plastering  repaired 

• • 

• • 

• 0 

5 

Inside  plastering  repaired. . 

• 0 

• • 

0 0 

14 

Floors  renewed  or  repaired. . 

0 0 

• • 

• 0 

1 

Roof  s renewed  or  repaired  . . 

• O 

• • 

• 0 

15 

Chutes,  downpipes  or  gutters  renewed  or 

repaired 

• 0 

12 

Chimneys  repaired 

• • 

• • 

• 0 

5 

Ceilings  repaired 

• o 

• © 

• • 

5 

Doors  and  frames  repaired  .. 

0 • 

• • 

• • 

1 

Window  sashes  or  frames  renewed  or  repaired.. 

0 0 

16 

Staircase  repaired  . . 

• • 

• © 

• 0 

1 

Grates  or  ovens  repaired  or  renewed 

0 0 

• • 

6 

Yard  paving  re laid  or  repaired 

• « 

• 0 

0 0 

3 

Accummulations  removed  . . 

• • 

0 • 

0 0 

7 

Water  supply  provided  . . 

• • 

0 • 

• 0 

1 

Water  taps  or  pipes  repaired 

• • 

• • 

0 0 

1 

Miscellaneous  repairs  and  nuisances  abated  . . 

0 0 

3 

Drainage . 

Drains  tested,  Chemical 

• • 

0 O 

0 0 

2 

Drains  tested,  Water  .. 

• • 

• • 

0 0 

19 

Drains  tested.  Smoke  .. 

• • 

• O 

0 • 

2 

New  drains  constructed  . . 

• * 

• • 

0 0 

8 

Drains  re-laid  or  repaired. . 

• • 

• • 

0 0 

4 

Drains  cleansed  . . 

• • 

• • 

0 0 

14 

Inspection  or  Intercepting  chambers  provided 

0 0 

5 

Soil  pipes  or  ventilating  shafts 

fixed 

or  repaired 

0 0 

4 

Rainwater  pipes  disconnected 

• • 

• • 

0 0 

3 

Gullies  fixed  . . 

• • 

• « 

0 0 

5 

Troughs  provided 

0 0 

• • 

0 0 

1 

Troughs  trapped  or  waste  pipes  repaired 

• • 

0 • 

6 

Lavatory  basins  trapped  or  waste 

pipes 

repaired 

0 0 

3 

Baths  provided  . . 

• • 

• • 

0 0 

1 

Lavatory  basins  provided  . . 

• • 

• • 

0 • 

2 

Water  Closets. 

Additional  W.C.'s  provided* • 

• © 

• • 

0 0 

1 

W.C.'s  reconstructed  .. 

• • 

• O 

0 • 

2 

W.C . ' s repaired  . . 

• • 

m • 

0 0 

3 

New  pans  fixed  . . 

• • 

• • 

0 0 

4 

Flushing  apparatus  provided 

• • 

• 0 

0 o 

6 

Flushing  apparatus  repaired 

• • 

• a 

0 0 

4 

Miscellaneous  repairs 

• • 

• 0 

0 o 

3 

Moveable  Dwellings,  Public  Health  Ac 

t 1 936. 

Licences  issued  authorising  land 

to  be 

used. . 

0 0 

1 

Licenses  issued  authorising  persons  to 

use  . . 

0 • 

1 

■ ■ 1 


* 


m 


. 


■ 
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HEAT  INSPECTION  (ABATTOIR) 

The  slaughter  and  inspection  of  animals,  both  ante  and  post-mortem, 
at  the  Abattoir  resulted  in  519  visits  being  made  with  the  following  results  :- 
Aberystwyth  Abattoir. 


;•  1 

! Cattle 
| 
i 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

'Number  of  animals  killed  ..  j 1 ,147 

2,517 

19,873 

2,967 

26,504. 

Percentage  of  total. 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 
Whole  carcases  condemned  .. 

r 

36 

29 

68 

9 

16,248  lbs. 

Carcases  of  which  some  pent 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . 

728 

16 

1 ,820 

192 

20,026  lbs. 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  T.B.  .. 

66,62$ 

1.79$ 

9.33$ 

6.78  $ 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 

1 

14 

- 

2 

5,627  lbs. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . 

94 

5 

- 

82 

6,085  lbs. 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  T.B. 

9.42$ 

.12$ 

- 

2.83$ 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  at  abattoir  . * 1+  7*986  lbs. 


The  number  of  visits  for  meat  inspection  have  again  risen  as  during 
the  year  meat  rationing  ended.  Private  slaughtering  was  resumed  on  July  1st, 
and  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  became  Slaughterhouse  Manager  for  the  Council. 
The  abattoir  is  used  by  wholesale  and  retail  butchers,  approximately  90$  of 
its  through-put  being  for  the  wholesale  trade  and  the  remainder  for  retail. 

Meat  is  killed  for  distribution  in  the  industrial  areas,  including 
London,  and  the  abattoir  operates  for  exceeding  long  hours  for  most  of  the  year. 
The  number  of  animals  passing  into  the  abattoir  for  slaughter  was  26 , 504. 

Cysticercus  Bovis  has  decreased  and  now  stands  at  .68$  compared  with 
1.09$  previously.  Bowel  odema  in  pigs  has  not  occurred  during  the  year. 

The  Officers  of  the  Animal  Health  Division  and  Veterinary 
Investigation  Dejjartments  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  ha\re 
continued  to  be  most  helpful  and  the  opportunity  is  taken  for  expressing  thanks 
for  their  co-operation  and  ready  advice  and  assistance. 

In  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  only  14  whole  carca.se s had  to 
be  condemned  for  T.B.  and  this  shows  a decrease  compared  with  20  in  tile  previous 
year.  The  Veterinary  Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
arranged  for  the  slaughter  of  102  reactors  at  the  abattoir  and  these  were  all 
subjected  to  detailed  post-mortem  examination  by  the  Meat  Inspectors  as  to 
fitness  or  otherwise  for  human  consumption. 


' 

. 


•• 


Total  Cattle,  Calves,  Sheep  and  Pigs 


ABATTOIR 
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The  attached  graph  gives  an  indication  of  the  considerable  increase 
which  has  taken  place  since  meat  rationing  ended. 


- 1954. 


- 1953. 


Jan  Peb  Mar  Apl  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 


1 • c - 

. 


. 
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FQQD  INSPECTION. 

During  the  middle  of  February  a special  enquiry  was  conducted 
into  a consignment  of  tinned  cream  from  Eire.  Numerous  food  shops  were 
visited  in  the  Borough,  in  only  two  instances  were  supplies  found  and 
these  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological 
examination.  This  proved  negative  and  the  matter  was  not  further  pursued. 

Condemnations. 

Fresh  and  canned  meat  and  meat  products  .. 

Fish,  wet 

Canned  and  miscellaneous  foods  other  than  meat  . . 

Total  of  foodstuffs  condemned  outside  abattoir 

Disposal  of  condemned  foodstuffs. 

Items  of  condemned  food  are  disposed  by  destruction  in  the 
following  manner.  Tinned  goods  by  puncture  and  burial  at  the  refuse  tip. 
Dried  packaged  foodstuffs  by  incineration. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT , 1938.  Section  14. 

Registered  premises. 

Premises  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages  or  potted,  pressed, 
pickled  or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale  now  total  eight. 


570  lbs. 
133  lbs. 
1,219  lbs. 

1 ,922  lbs. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS. 

Within  the  area  are  eight  dairy  farms  and  responsibility  for 
milk  production  thereon  is  that  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries. 

Dairies  (not  being  dairy  farms)  number'  ten  and  the  registered 
Distributors  total  twenty-three. 

Dealers  operating  under  licence  or  Supplementary  Licence  in  the 
area  total  eight. 

Local  supplies  are  drawn  from  wholesale  suppliers  at  Newtown, 
Carmarthen  and  Felinfach,  pert  in  bottles  and  port  in  churns,  and  retailed 
by  dairymen. 

As  a result  of  milk  sampling  nineteen  specimens  were  submitted 
to  the  laboratory,  and  all  proved  up  to  standard  except  one  of  ungraded 
milk. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

During  the  year  four  licenses  were  issued  to  slaughtermen.  Two 
of  these  were  renewals  and  two  were  new  applications. 


4 


t ..0 


-20- 


ICE-CEEAM. 


There  is  a source  of  satisfaction  when  considering  the  results 
obtained  by  sampling  ice-cream  for  bacteriological  purposes.  It  will  be 
observed  that  93$  of  the  ice-cream  sold  injthc  Borough  is  now  in  Grade  1 , as 
compared  with  81$  in  1951.  The  Grade  2 samples  have  dropped  from  13$  in  1951 
to  1$  during  1954,  and  although  Grade  3 are  not  of  the  sane  high  quality  and 
represent  nearly  5$  but  this  figure  is  misleading  as  it  really  represents  only 
three  samples  out  of  the  total. 

There  are  a.  number  of  kiosks  on  the  sea-front  without  the  provision 
of  hot  and  cold  water  and  this  requires  attention  in  the  nea.r  future. 

Number  of  premises  in  area  of  Local  Authority  = 41  ) - 44 

Number  of  kiosks  in  area  of  Local  Authority  = 3 ) 

Number  of  manufacturers : - 

Hot  nix  process  ..  (Pasteurising)  =3  ) _ y 

Cold  mix  ..  (Complete  cold  mix)  = 4 ) 

The  remaining  thirty-seven  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage 
and  sale  of  ice-cream  supplied  to  then  by  manufacturers. 


During  the  year  sixty-one  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  and  the 
following  results  obtained  :- 


Grade  1 

• • 

57  = 93.4$ 

) 

Grade  2 

• • 

1 = 1.6$ 

) 

Grade  3 

• • 

3 = 4.9$ 

Grade  4 

• # 

0 = 

= 95$ 


61 

One  sample  of  ice-lolly  was  also  taken  and  no  B.Coli  was  present. 

Comparative  index  of  ice-cream  samp les  for  past 
3 years  showing  steady  improvement  in  quality 
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® LICENSED  VICTUALLING  AND  CLUBS. 

As  a result  of  extensive  work  over  the  past  few  years  the  premises 
arc  generally  much  improved  and  the  conditions  continue  to  he  above  average. 
The  co-operation  of  owners  and  licensees  continues  and  as  a result  little 
adverse  comment  can  be  made.  The  restricted  space  available  for  sanitary 
accommodation  is  however  still  to  be  deplored  in  many  premises  and  this 
will  be  overcome  as  reconstruction  takes  place  in  the  future  effecting  the 
replanning  of  licensed  houses. 

Every  licensed  house  is  now  equipped  with  urinal  accommodation, 
hot  and  cold  water  in  bars,  and  male  and  female  W.C.  accommodation.  The 
general  condition  of  this  accommodation  is  satisfactory. 

A summary  of  the  work  executed  is  shown  and  indicates  the  various 
items  in  detail. 

Notices  complied  ..  ..  12 

Bar  sinks  provided,  rep  Laced  or  improved  4 


Hot  water  supply  provided  or  renewed  . . 2 
Urinals  provided  . . , . 2 
Urinals  repaired  . . , . 1 
Additional  W.C.'s  provided  .,  1 
W.C.'s  reconstructed  ..  ..  4 
Flushing  apparatus  f ixed  or  repaired  . . 7 
Floor  repaired  . . . . 3 
Beer  cellars  repaired  . . . . 2 
Beer  cellars  cleansed  and  decorated  . . 3 


Screening  provided  for  sanitary  accommodation  2 
Improved  ventilation  in  sanitary  blocks  1 
Other  repairs  . . . . 7 


HOUSING. 

The  housing  demand  is  still  considerable  and  553  applicants  are 
on  the  housing  list,  approximately  half  of  these  being  active.  With  very 
few  exceptions  the  majority  of  applicants  are  married  couples  without 
children  or  with  only  one  child.  9 6 new  applications  were  received  during 
the  year  which  when  accepted  comprised  families  consisting  of  253  persons. 

During  the  year  it  was  possible  to  house  fifty-two  families, 
sixteen  of  these  being  transfers  effected  from  existing  dwellings  to  make 
full  use  of  accommodation,  these  sixteen  families  comprised  forty-nine 
persons  in  all.  New  lettings  accounted  for  the  remaining  thirty-six 
families  which  comprised  116  persons. 

New  dwellings  erected  during  the  year  comprised  eighteen  municipal 
dwellings  and  two  private  dwellings. 
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9 FACTORY  ACT,  1937. 

The  number  of  factories  within  the  area  is  now  shown  below  and 
the  most  common  trouble  is  the  lack  of  cleanliness  in  the  sanitary 
accommodation.  This  is  by  no  means  unusual,  but  considering  all  the 
activities  to  secure  improved  conditions  it  is  regrettable  that  both 
management  and  staff  of  many  establishments  cannot  co-operate  to  their 
mutual  advantage.  The  number  of  power  operated  factories  is  continually 
increasing  and  it  seems  pointless  to  distinguish  between  the  two  as 
apparently  the  mere  provision  of  any  mechanical  power  converts  a premises 
into  a power  factory. 

Power  operated  factories  ..  59 

Non-power  factories  ..  1 3 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

In  June,  the  water  supply  in  a snail  area  of  the  town  suddenly 
became  unsatisfactory  and  the  occupiers  of  the  area  were  circulated  with 
notices  warning  them  to  boil  all  water  before  use.  Prompt  action  by  the 
Council  in  stepping  up  the  chlorination  rate  and  relaying  part  of  the  mains 
prevented  any  further  trouble,  but  caused  some  disquiet.  Repeated  samples 
in  the  locality  have  not  shown  any  tendency  to  further  trouble. 


DISINFECTION. 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  in  thirty-two  cases  as  the  result 
of  infectious  disease,  five  of  these  were  for  non-notif iable  cases  and 
charges  were  made  for  this  work.  It  would  appear  that  most  of  these  latter 
are  for  morale  purposes  rather  than  any  risk  of  infection. 

The  Department  is  still  without  a steam  disinfector  in  working 
order  and  steps  are  necessary  to  ensure  that  the  provision  of  a suitable 
boiler  is  expedited. 


BEACH. 

The  Victoria  Terrace,  Marine  Terrace  and  South  Marine  Terrace, 
were  inspected  following  a complaint  of  flies  infesting  the  seaweed. 

Flies  vjere  found  to  be  breeding  in  decayed  seaweed  on  the  Lifeboat  slip 
and  in  rubbish  on  the  south  beach.  The  attention  of  the  Borough  Surveyor 
was  drawn  to  the  matter  with  a view  to  removing  the  accummulation  of  seaweed 
and  rubbish,  and  following  this  no  further  cause  of  infestation  remained. 
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SEWERS. 

During  March, certain  key  manholes  through  which  sewage  from 
separate  districts  of  the  town  had  to  pass  were  subjected  to  a swab  test 
for  bacteriological  purposes  with  particular  reference  to  any  possible  trace 
of  typhoid  bacteria.  When  examined  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  these 
all  proved  negative. 


CESSPOOLS. 

There  are  fifty  premises  in  the  Borough  not  connected  to  the  main 
sewerage  system,  six  of  these  have  a satisfactory  alternative,  but  the 
remainder  are  potential  nuisances.  A number  of  them  do  not  fill,  but  during 
the  year  it  was  necessary  to  pump  out  thirteen  cesspools,  some  of  these 
being  comparatively  frequent.  In  the  ca.se  of  Antaron  Avenue,  the  possibility 
of  a sewage  disposal  plant  is  being  explored  by  the  Council,  and  this  solution 
or  connection  to  the  main  severs  will  prove  the  only  satisfactory  long  term 
policy.  The  lower  part  of  Rhydyfelin,  is  similarly  in  need  of  sewerage  as 
present  methods  of  disposal  are  primitive. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AID  DISPOSAL. 

The  Public  ’Works  Department  are  responsible  for  the  collection 
and  disposal  of  domestic  refuse,  trade  refuse  and  salvage.  This  is  carried 
out  weekly  although  there  are  certain  premises  where  a more  frequent  service 
is  provided  for  special  reasons.  Tipjjing  at  Plas  Crug  ceased  during  the  early 
part  of  1954  and  a temporary  tip  was  established  between  Penybont  Bridge  and 
the  Farmhouse,  this  is  a short  terra  policy  and  will  be  replaced  by  a larger 
tip  at  Felin-y-mor  where  it  is  anticipated  that  controlled  methods  will  be 
in  force. 

Dusbins  or  Refuse  bins 

The  situation  regarding  these  is  still  unsatisfactory  and  the 
general  provision  throughout  the  town  of  properly  covered  metal  receptacles, 
adequate  in  number  of  each  premises,  is  essential.  The  Council  have  taken 
initial  steps  to  secure  the  provision  of  bins  and  these  should  be  expedited 
as  soon  as  possible. 
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9 EEST  ACT,  1949* 
Rats  and  Mice, 


■ 

r - 

Owned  by 
Local  Authority 
(Non-domestic ) 

i 

Dwelling  Houses 
(Local  Authority 
and  Private) 

Other  premises 
(Business  and 
Industrial) 

Total 

Number  of  Premises. 

12 

2,674 

. 

839 

3,525 

'inspected. 

32 

480 

CO 

VO 

680 

Infested  by  mice. 

6 

91 

21 

118 

Infested  by  rats. 

26 

61 

21 

108 

Treated. 

1 

32 

152 

42 

226 

The  sewers  were  treated  twice  during  the  year  by  the  Rodent 
Operator  and  assisted  by  a labourer  fron  the  Surveyor's  Department. 

The  work  entailed  the  inspection  of  66 0 nanholcs  which  were 
pre-baited  and  poisoned  for  rodent  infestation*  New  ropes  and  trays  were 
provided  in  fifty-six  nanholcs  and  ninety-two  dead  rats  were  found  in  the 
sewers,  this  is  not  the  total  destruction  as  many  bodies  would  be  washed 
down  in  the  current.  In  addition  to  the  previous  number  of  manholes  the 
town  had  to  be  divided  into  another  section  for  rodent  treatment  owing  to 
the  erection  of  106  dwellings  which  involved  a further  twenty  manholes. 
These  new  areas  however  rarely  become  infested. 

A further  innovation  has  been  the  acquisition  of  a handcart  for 
carrying  bait  and  tools  during  sewer  treatments.  It  has  been  found  that  a 
two  bin  metal  'Street  Orderly'  cart  is  most  useful  and  subject  to  minor 
modification  has  resulted  in  a considerable  saving  in  nan-hours. 

Complaints  of  infestation  numbered  fifty-three,  and  were 
investigated  and  the  treatment  of  properties  was  carried  out  with  the 
results  shown  in  the  accompanying  table. 

Disinfestation  - Vermin. 

Seven  premises,  business  and  domestic,  were  treated  for  fleas, 
ants  and  cockroaches.  Charges  were  made  for  the  work  executed  and  in 
several  other  instances  advice  was  given  where  persons  wished  to  carry 
out  the  treatment  themselves. 
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ROYAL  SANITARY  INSTITUTE  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE. 

Scarborough,  April  27th  to  20th,  1954. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  attended  and  the  proceedings  were 
opened  by  His  Worship  the  Mayor  of  Scarborough,  Councillor  N. Walsh,  M.B. , 
Ch.b.,  J.P,  The  Inauguenl  Address  was  given  by  the  President  of  the 
Congress,  the  Rt.  Hon,  The  Earl  of  Feversham,  D.S.O.,  D.L.  The  following 
papers  were  subsequently  used  as  a basis  for  discussion. 

"The  Training  of  Non-Medical  Workers  in  the  Public  Health  Field"  by 
Henry  F. Vaughan,  M.S.E. , DR.P.H.,  Dean,  School  of  Public  Health,  University 
of  Michigan, 

"Epidemiology"  the  Diagnostic  Discipline  of  Public  Health"  by  John 
Gordon,  O.B.E. , M.D. , PH.D. , M.A.,  F.R.C.P.,  Professor  of  Preventive 
Medicine  and  Epidemiology , School  of  Public  Health,  Harvard  University. 

"Modern  Science  as  Affecting  Housing  Technique"  by  Arthur  W. Kenyon, 

C*B.E. , F.R.I.B.A. , Dis.T.P. , M.T.P.I. 

"Planning  for  Housing"  by  S.Lee  Vincent,  M.T.P.I.,  County  Planning 
Officer,  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire. 

"Existing  Legislation  Covering  the  Cost  of  Rural  Sewerage  and  Water 
Supply  and  Connecting  Regulations  and  Amendments  Considered  Desirable  Thereto" 
tyK.E.M. Daniels,  A.K.I.C.E.,  M.I.Mun.E. , A.R.I.C.S.,  Engineer  and  Surveyor, 
Wimborne  and  Cranborne  R.D.C. 

"The  Spread  of  some  Bowel  Infection  from  Human  Sources"  by  M.T. Parker, 
M.B.,  B.Ch. , Dip.Bact.,  Director,  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester, 

"Animal  Sources  of  Food  Infection"  by  S.Cayton,  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Colne. 

"The  Reconditioning  of  Housing  Property"  by  R. J.Allerton,  F.R.I.C.S. , 

A. M.I.Mun.E. , F.I.Hsg. , Director  of  Housing-Elect,  London  C.C. 

"The  Investigation  of  Single-Stack  Drainage  for  Multi-Storey  Flats"  by 
A.F.E.Wise,  M. Sc. (Tech. ) Building  Research  Station  (D.S.I.R.)  and  J. Croft, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Public  Health  Department,  London  C.C. 

"An  Investigation  into  Polluted  Watercress  Beds"  By  A. H. Walters,  Chief 
Bacteriologist,  Milton-Dcosan  Research  Department,  Miss  C.M. Cousins,  B.Sc., 
of  the  same  department  and  C. A. Bailey,  Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
F.H.A.Burton,  Sanitary  Inspector,  of  St.  Albans. 

"Camping:  Its  Problems  and  Its  Control"  by  F.W. O'Hara,  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Bridlington. 

"Factors  Affecting  the  Structure  of  the  Kitchen  and  Larder"  by 
J.B.M.Coppock,  B.Sc.,  PH.D.,  F.R.I.C.,  Director  of  Research,  British  Baking 
Industries  Research  Association. 

"The  Handling  md  Storage  of  Food  Materials"  by  Miss  E. Washington,  B.A., 
Senior  Dietitian,  Ministry  of  Health. 

"Pitfalls  in  Food  Preparation"  by  Miss  Mary  Andross,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C., 

Head  of  the  Science  Department , Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  College  of 
Domestic  Science. 
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R.S.I.  Conference,  continued. 

"Faulty  Cooking  as  a Factor  in  Nutrition"  by  Miss  3. R. Stanton, 
Dietetic  and  Nutritional  Adviser,  King  Edward's  Hospital  Fund  for  London. 

"Emergency  Slaughter  of  Food  Animals"  by  John  Norval,  M.R.C.V.S., 
Chief  Meat  Inspector,  Edinburgh. 

"Brucellosis  in  Animals  and  Man;  Its  Cause,  Nature  and  Prevention" 
by  A.W.Stableforth,  D.Sc.,  M.R.C.V.S.,  D.V.S.M.,  Director  of  Veterinary 
Research,  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Veterinary  Laboratory,  Weybridge. 

The  Conference  covered  a wide  field  of  subjects  at  great  length  and 
at  its  conclusion  a number  of  resolutions  were  adopted  which  should  have 
fruitful  results  in  the  field  of  public  health. 


This  concludes  my  report. 


I am  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 


Public  Health  Department 
Town  Hall, 

Aberystwyth. 


Tel:  Aberystwyth  479 


